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Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 says, ‘There is a time for
everything, and a season for every activity under the
heavens.’ At our recent AGM on May 21, 2022, the LRA
reluctantly said ‘Farewell’ to Executive members who
have been so important to the LRA.
Now, it is a new Executive that will take the mantle and lead the LRA in this
next chapter. Our Pastor to Lay Readers, The Rev. Lorne Eason, has also
announced that he is stepping down at our Study Day and Commissioning in
November 2022.
I invite all Lay Readers to write articles, stories, things that might be of interest
to all who read our newsletter.
My email is: religiongeorge@hotmail.com; my cell (438-871-1144).
Respectfully,
George Ryder

2022 LAY READER STUDY DAY AND
COMMISSIONING SERVICE
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2022
CHURCH OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST

Please see last page for registration form
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RADICAL GRATITUDE
Throughout my life I have been blessed with good health, and lots of energy. I have loved to fill
my days with activity.
I have now reached a stage when my body is telling me to slow down. Two hip surgeries, and
knee surgeries, took away pain, but also some of my ability to walk smoothly.
Nowadays I notice how high a step is. I see railings and banisters with gratitude. I am grateful
for elevators, for benches in parks, and for washrooms on the main floor in a restaurant.
Most churches were originally built without any thought for the elderly or the handicapped. The
average church had six to ten steps to the front door, washrooms in a basement down 18 – 20
steps. Even coffee hours and pot luck suppers took place in basement halls. Now churches are
constructing ramps and elevators, even renovating worship spaces.
This past winter I had a serious fall. It was a rainy day in February, when water was turning into
ice. I stepped out the door to go to the car. Two steps later my feet flew out from under me and
I landed heavily on my left shoulder. Immediately I knew I was in trouble. I had broken the
humerus bone in my left arm. Four months later my bone has still not healed, and I am awaiting
surgery to fasten together two parts of my bone.
Through the past months, since February 17th, I have had to live with only one arm. With the
help of my devoted husband, I have needed help to dress, to cut my food, and to get to all
appointments. I have also seen this as a time to let go of some of my activities. This was
probably one of the hardest changes. Would I ever again be able to help those around me? I
have had to learn how to step away, and learn to accept help graciously. It has not been easy to
give up being “in charge”.
But I thank God every day for the love and care I have received during the past four months. As
I await surgery at the end of June, God is teaching me to age with radical gratitude.
Sue Winn

We thank Colin Winn for his photos reflecting the beauty of our natural world.

LE

THE MONTRÉAL LAY READER
PRÉDICATEUR MONTRÉALAIS

PAGE 3

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Pastor to the Lay Readers Annual Report for 2021
The author of Ecclesiastes writes in chapter 3 that there is a season or time for everything under
heaven. With each season comes things familiar and things new.
With 2021 now behind us, hopefully we are now beginning to see of the end of the COVID
pandemic “season,” and the beginning of something new as 2022 unfolds.
Thanks to the dedicated work of the Lay Readers executive, familiar lay reader association
activities continued uninterrupted in 2021. Zoom enabled 4 virtual workshops to be held, as well
as the Annual Spring Retreat, facilitated by Bishop Michael Oulton from the Diocese of Ontario.
The Annual General Meeting, the November Study Day led by the Venerable Tim Smart and the
Commissioning service facilitated by Bishop Mary all took place as anticipated. All events were
encouraging, helpful and well attended. The use of Zoom has certainly made it easier for the lay
reader membership to attend all of these functions, no matter the weather, or the distance. I am
quite sure Zoom will continue to be a familiar feature in future LRA events even as in person
gatherings become more favorable and frequent.
Besides the familiar events that were organized in 2021, the Association under the initiative of
committee members Rob McLaughlin, Mark Weatherley and Randy Gates has undertaken a new
project to promote the value and work of the lay reader ministry throughout the Diocese. The
hope is that others will be encouraged to offer their time and talent in service to the Lord through
this particular ministry in their parishes. This new project will continue to progress throughout
2022.
Over the past several years the Diocesan Lay Readers Association Executive has been led by a
dedicated and faithful group of people. Their combined wisdom, encouragement, dedication and
good humor have helped foster a lay reader community of collegiality, shared experiences, and
common purpose. I want to express my thanks and gratitude for the work they have done this
past year. Although some of the work may have been challenging at times, it never ceased to
amaze me how fruitful their efforts turned out to be.
I would also like to thank Bishop Mary and Archdeacon Robert for their continued support and
encouragement of the lay readers and myself. As always, their trust and guidance have directed
this ministry as a good shepherd leads his sheep.
This years’ AGM will see a number of long-time and faithful committee members pass the baton
of leadership on to others. Sue Winn, Ann Cumyn, Yvonne Wakeland and Randy Gates will all be
leaving the committee effective this AGM. As well, Anne-Claude Geoffrion, having fulfilled her
term as President, will be handing over the reins of leadership for someone else to take hold off.
Fortunately, Anne-Claude has offered to stay on the executive as its secretary. I cannot
adequately summarize the wonderful work they have all done. All I can say is thank you! You all
have truly been a blessing to the executive committee, to the lay reader membership as a whole,
and to me personally.

continued on next page
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
With the departure of these committee members, the Association will be
looking to its membership to take hold of the baton of leadership that is
being passed on to it. The positions of President, Vice-President (a new
position) Treasurer and members at large all need to be filled. I would
ask that you please prayerfully consider allowing your name to stand as
a nominee for any one of these positions.
Finally, my season as Pastor to the Lay Readers is about to come to an
end. My last function will be my participation in the Study Day and
Commissioning service scheduled for November 12, 2022.
It has been a privilege and a blessing being your Pastor over these last
seven years. I hope my ministry with you has been a helpful one. Thank
you for your support and encouragement and for the wonderful example
you have set as ambassadors for Christ through your ministry as lay
readers. May the Lord continue to bless the work you do in his name.
Your fellow servant in Christ,
Lorne+
Pastor to the Lay Readers

THE LAY READERS’ ASSOCIATION
OFFERS BURSARIES
Thanks to the donation received through the Bishop’s Action Appeal 2019, the value of the
bursaries offered by the Lay Reader’s Association has been increased.

Every active Lay Reader who participates in courses of religious studies is entitled to a bursary of
up to $200.00 per year to assist with the cost of their studies.

These studies may be with EFM (Education for Ministry) or with other recognised institutions.
Please send a request to our treasurer, Ann Cumyn at rhodesbartow@gmail.com
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THOSE LAZY, HAZY,CRAZY DAYS OF SUMMER….
An informal book review
What 3-letter word when exercised often has the power to bring sweetness
As summer approached,
wanted
choose
book
read. I closed my eyes and put my hand along
toIthe
soul to
and
healthato
the to
body?
the bookcase of books I have bought because someone recommended them to me, but I hadn’t yet
give you aCatch
hint, read
16:24. on the Ways of God Formed by the
read. I pulled out “AsI’ll
Kingfishers
Fire. Proverbs
A Conversation
Words of God” by Eugene H. Peterson (WaterBrook Publications, 2017).
After reading the verse you may still be wondering what 3-letter word I am
talking
about.
Letbefore.
me explain.
You may have heard the
author’s
name
Eugene H. Peterson is the person who put out The
Message Bible which I sometimes enjoy, and I occasionally think is irreverent. But what it is not
While on a short trip to Winnipeg recently, I had the opportunity of worshipirrelevant, as what seems irreverent to me might just be the pathway some younger person may
ping with a congregation from the Oasis Community Church, a faith commuthink makes the bible relevant to them.
When I feel blocked in my reading of a certain text of
nity whose,
scripture in the NRSV, The King James or the New Oxford I pull out The Message Bible. This has such
a new take on it that it“….mission
freshens God’s
helps
see the
passage anew
and allows
for new
is to message,
lead people
in a me
growing
relationship
with Christ,
by creating
insights.
relevant and irresistible environments where people are encouraged and
equipped to pursue the three vital relationships: intimacy with God, commuJust this week I began to look at “As Kingfishers…” The
nity with insiders, and influence with outsiders.”
book has seven parts to it, with seven different scriptures
addressed
each section.
It 2
is parts;
a collection
of sermons
The one-hour hi-tech
service in
basically
consisted of
30 minutes
of
preached
on
these
scriptures.
Parts
1-4
are
from
the Old
contemporary worship music, complete with an 8-piece music band, hi-tech
Testament,
anda the
last three,
the a
New
Testament.
That
lighting, sound and
screens, and
30-minute
sermon,
somewhat
different
makes
it
a
sermon-a-day
6
days
a
week
for
49
days
which
format from most Anglican worship services. It was during that 30-minute
is ideal
summer.
sermon that I learned
thefor
answer
to the riddle posed above.
I have a 16:24,
confession
to states,
make. “Pleasant
In two different
periods
of my
Based largely on Proverbs
which
words are
like a
faith
journey
I
have
had
a
problem
with
reading
some
honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body,” the preacher re-of
the Old that
Testament
places, itEncouragement
seems so violent
minded the congregation
pleasantbecause,
words ofinGratitude,
and
harsh.
I
began
to
even
feel
angry
lately
‘had
and Truth (G.E.T.), are words that need to be spoken and heard that
morewe
often
to’ read it in church thinking
“Why
would
people
want
to
hear
about
a
God
who
judges
and
rains
than they are. For pleasant or gracious words often lift one’s spirit, refocus
down punishment on people.”
So simplistic,
I know.
But Iand
hadchange
to get one’s
around
this stumbling
one’s mind,
refresh one’s
attitude
behaviour.
Wordsblock
that if I
wanted to continue preaching.
It to
was
to say to
thethe
least.
are sweet
theworrisome
soul and health
body are generally received with welcome and responded to favourably.
When asked to speak on retreats over the last several years on some aspect of the Christian life I
always found I was asked
do a talk
about
some
aspect
that challenged
some part of
The to
preacher
ended
the
sermon
withofa faith
challenge.
He invited me;
the congregamy worship that needed
strengthening.
That
is how Ipractice
knew God
was
doing the
asking.at Each
tion
to regularly and
purposely
using
pleasant
language
everytalk
op- I
have given has challenged
me toand
work
onanyone
some aspect
my walk.
This
did my
journey
portunity
with
for oneof
week.
He also
asked
the spiritual
congregation
to a
lot of good so, when I reached
book
thisthemselves
week and saw
that a
many
of theofsermons
were
on the
take notefor
of ahow
they
felt after
full week
practicing
what
Old Testament I laughed
and be
knew
thisthe
wasG.E.T.
the book
God wanted to challenge me with at this time.
might
called
exercise.
In the introduction Peterson,
a this
Presbyterian
minister, tells
reader
theoffirst
books
of the
Hearing
sermon challenged
me. the
It made
methat
think
the five
season
of Lent.
bible are commonly known
as
The
Books
of
Moses.
They
weren’t
written
by
Moses
but
many
Not only its call to identify and name those attitudes, habits and practices
unnamed Hebrew prophetic
minds
who
told
and
wrote
what
was
gathered
into
those
books.
They
are
that tend to draw us away from God and from one another, and to seek formade up mostly of stories
and
signposts.
The
stories
show
us
God
working
with
and
speaking
giveness of the same, but to also call on God to help us identify and practiceto
men and women in anew
richhabits
variety
of draw
circumstances.
Godand
is presented
to us not in ideas and
that
us closer to Him
our neighbour.
arguments but in events and actions that involve us personally. Attending to the stories and
with
thatwants
in mind
I would
take
up the preacher’s
challenge
signposts helps us findAnd
theso
way
God
us Itothought
live. And,
most
importantly,
Peterson
says that
myself, andfor
invite
you dear laysixty-one.
readers toIdo
same,
to purposely
those five books are foundational
the subsequent
callthe
that
“a must
read”. practise
the 3-letter answer to the riddle throughout the Lenten season and note the
outcome. Perhaps in the Easter season we might share what it was like trying to answer this Lenten riddle.
Your fellow servant in Christ,
Lorne +
Rev. Lorne Eason
Pastor to the Lay Readers

continued on next page
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THOSE LAZY, HAZY,CRAZY DAYS OF SUMMER….
Okay, Lord, you are on. When I began reading the first sermon on Genesis 1:1-2:4. I found it invigorating. By the time I read the second sermon on Genesis 12 and Moses’ relationship with God I
knew I was reading what the Lord wanted me to be reading, and, most importantly, I felt differently.
The anger I had felt about the Old Testament was beginning to dissipate as I looked on it from
Peterson’s perspective. I can’t wait till the next sermon. Help me grow, Lord.
So, I leave you with a question…what book, lecture, podcast series is the Lord challenging you to
grow with this summer? Will it be “Kingfishers...” or……..?
Patricia Halford

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2021
We have now lived more than two years with the Covid pandemic. As a Church and as Lay Readers we
have had to adapt, change or modify many of the things we took for granted. For many months, our
services were online either via ZOOM or YouTube or even by phone.
As Lay Readers, we continue to face major challenges and decisions and uncertainties in the next
years ahead. The world has changed and continues changing and we too may be apprehensive and
worry about the future.
Last year and this year again so far, all of our activities have been held via ZOOM. Rather than
diminish the number of participants, this has actually lead to a slight increase in attendance and we
may very well continue offering ZOOM participation even when we return to in person workshops and
activities. Your continued contribution and support were, and are, pivotal to our success in facing up
to this crisis. We are blessed to have such wonderful and dedicated people working for the Glory of
God.
Sadly, we lost two of our valued and cherished Lay Readers. We thank God for: Charles Goddard and
Ronald Yeoman. We thank the Lord for their friendship and years of ministry. We offer our sincere
condolences to their families and friends. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
Last year’s Study Day and Commissioning Service were also ZOOM events.
At the 2021 Commissioning Service we welcomed Jean-Briddy Sainvil who received his one year Lay
Reader License. Kingsley Hohenkrik received his new three year License and 17 Lay Readers received
their three year License renewals.
We also presented Emeritus status and commemorative Medallions to Harold Allen, Clovan Boyce,
John Clague, Robert Cowell, George Ryder, Susan Winn and Keith Walton. Our sincere and heartfelt
Thank You for all your many years of service to your parishes and the Diocese of Montreal. We are
grateful for your dedication and support.
Four years ago you chose me as president of the Lay Readers Association. Learning was definitely part
of the Lord’s plan for me and these four years have been full of challenges, growth and discovery.
Normally, the president, and other executive posts, are chosen for three years but because of the
pandemic, we decided to postpone the renewal until this year. So, I will be stepping down as president but am willing to remain on as a member of the executive in whatever capacity I can best serve.
continued on next page

PAGE 7

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2021

continued from previous page

As you may know by now, other positions are also opening up and we are hoping that some of you
will feel led by the Lord to come and join us. The Lay Readers executive is not only important but
essential to the ongoing well-being, growth and even survival of the Association. We are a very
informal group which meets four, five times a year so the work is not onerous. Do come, we would
love to have you join us.
A very heartfelt thank you to those who are leaving us. Sue Winn has been the backbone of the
executive and has done incredible work throughout the numerous years she has served. Sue and
Cathy McKeogh have done yeoman’s work putting out the Lay Readers twice yearly newsletters and
we thank them for their time and effort.
We are grateful to Ann Cumyn for her work as Treasurer. Figures are not my forte and Ann has kept
the books for the Association and we owe her a grateful vote of Thanks.
Yvonne Wakeland, an Emeritus Lay Reader is a very energetic lady and has been a valuable asset to
our group.
Randy Gates is also a very busy man and one of the reasons he is leaving will be to lead the Revive
program this Fall which I highly encourage you to join.
Thank you from the executive and also personal thanks from myself for all you have done for the Lay
Readers Association. We will miss you and wish you all the best in your endeavours.
Thanks are also due to the remaining members: Bob McLachlan has been acting as secretary and has
taken on several duties, especially recently writing articles, George Ryder and Mark Weatherly are
invaluable members always willing to take on various duties as needed and I am very grateful for
their commitment.
We, and myself in particular, are all very grateful for the continued leadership and guidance of our
Pastor, the Reverend Lorne Eason of the Church of St. John the Baptist, Pointe Claire. He is a treasure
and we are truly blessed to have him as our leader and minister.
A heartfelt thank you to Bishop Mary for her support. We are very grateful for all you do for the Lay
Reader’s Association. We appreciate your inspiration and confidence.
I believe that though we have hard work ahead of us, as God’s children we need not worry because
we know God goes with us. Let us answer the challenge of the Lord by seeking to discern His will. By
trusting in Him, by opening up our hearts to Him, we will discover that God, who knows our needs
before we ask, will guide us in the way that he knows is best for us. If our commitment is to that end
we know with certainty that…
“the Lord himself goes before us, and will be with us;
He will never leave us nor forsake us.
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.
Be strong and courageous”
(Deut 31:7-8)
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PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2021

continued from previous page

Let us remember that no matter how undeserving we may be, the extravagance of God’s love is such
that it allows us to be constantly renewed in faith and in love.
I would also like to say a personal thank you to each and every Lay Readers in our Association. Thank
you for your trust and support throughout these years.
Peace to all of you who are in Christ,
Anne Claude Geoffrion

LAY READERS' ASSOCIATION OF THE DIOCESE OF MONTREAL
EXECUTIVE
President:

Rob McLachlan

Vice-President:

Mark Weatherley

Secretary; Membership Coordinator:

Anne-Claude Geoffrion

Treasurer:

Ann Cumyn
(as Interim Treasurer until Study Day, Nov. 22)

In Training as Treasurer:

Patti Halford
(awaiting appointment)

Members at Large:
Workshop Coordinator:

Karen Birkett

Study Day Coordinator:

David Blizzard

Facebook Coordinators:

Michel Gagnon
Guy Grolimond

Newsletter Editor; Website Coordinator

George Ryder
Barbara Whyte
Michel Gagnon

New Diocesan Process 2022/23 for ALL Commissioned Lay Readers & Non-Commissioned LaityPolice Record Check (no charge, filled out by individual, handled by Diocese).

Revive

Start the journey to be the disciple
God is calling you to be

Fall 2022 Winter/Spring 2023
A disciplined participative study of prayer,
scripture reading and calling
On zoom Thursday evenings 7pm - 9pm
Starts September 22, 2022 Cost - $25
Registration and information
Rob McLachlan - rob.mclachlan@videotron.ca, or
Mark Weatherley - mark.weatherley@sympatico.ca

sponsored by Lay Readers Association
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EFM (AKA: EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY)
Some Random Thoughts
Three questions to begin:
Have you done it?
If not; Are you doing it?
If not; Are you thinking about it?
All of these lead to the follow up questions:
If you have done it: What has it changed for you and your community?
If you are doing it: How is it changing you and your ministry?
If you are thinking about it: What is stopping you from taking the plunge?
I hope that as we move forward with the newsletters under our new editor (George) we will see an
ongoing dialogue in this newsletter that will help us all to see what changes this programme has
wrought, is causing and enabling.
I am in the middle of the programme. I have done 2 pandemic years on the Old and New Testaments.
They have made me think each week about what I have read and how I should interpret what I read.
They have made me think about how the words I read and read regularly from different parts of the
Bible relate to today, and our lives in our Christian and world communities.
I will not say it was easy. Some weeks it was exceedingly hard to prepare the reading, especially
when the reading was one of the longer books supplemented by an equally long-seeming commentary
from the supporting text. And then to decide what I would like to say about this in under 10 minutes.
I have been fortunate to be able to designate Wednesday as my study day. (Sometimes I start on
Tuesday). Everyone will have their own way of approaching the time constraints and that is fine. But I
had to be dedicated to the programme and its objectives and my desire to participate as completely as
possible.
I also had to restrain my desire to discuss and debate. I had to open my ears and listen. I am still
trying to listen and rearrange the fragments I hear into a new jigsaw puzzle for today.
Write to the newsletter with your reflections. And if you are on the fence step off, please; then come
and join us. If for no other reason than that you would like to be part of the jigsaw puzzle
for today and tomorrow.
Mark Weatherley

Rob (Bob) McLachlan – BIOGRAPHY – “Candidate for LRA President” @ AGM 21 May 2022.
a) General: Rob was born and raised in a Montreal Anglican family. As a youth he attended
Sunday school and was confirmed in St. Matthews Church (NDG), and later assisted in the
teaching of some classes. He married in same Church, his High school sweetheart and partner
for 50+ years, Louise Kudrewatych (Eastern Orthodox).They have 2 Adult sons, 2 granddaughters
and 1 grandson. Rob is Bilingual, in his mid-70’s, very “young-at-heart”. He is a cancer Survivor,
without needing now any prescription drugs. Enjoying an active outdoor life, he also works out
several time a week, at his West-Island Gym.
- Since 2016, Rob has been a practicing Lay Reader, and is a Parishioner, as well as Worship
Committee Member at “All Saints by the Lake”, Dorval QC. Since 2020 he has been on the
Lay Reader Association (LRA) Executive group as their Secretary. Now Rob is spearheading the
LRA Recruiting & Revitalization executive team, in devising more effective ways to increase
Membership, within our Diocese.
- Professional Career: (40 years, full time) - Formerly Rob was a High-Tech Sales & Marketing Manager of IBM
Canada and initially retired after 25 years. Then afterwards became Vice President for 2 different
International Software Sales & Consulting firms; later became a National Hi-Tech Recruiting Director for 2 different
Staffing firms. Today Rob works part-time, as Principal of his own Hi-Tech & Management Recruiting firm (ROTOMAC)
- Academically: - Rob did undergraduate studies in Economics at Concordia, and later Accounting and Management
at McGill. He is also a graduate of the Canadian Army, Senior Officer Staff College in Kingston and became a LieutenantColonel, within the Reserve Army (Canadian Grenadier Guards).
In 2017 Rob was accepted into the post-graduate level (part-time) Credit Study Programme at Montreal Diocesan
Theological College. Since then, over the years, he has taken 8 semesters of courses, related to “Certificate in Theology”
Rob is now considering switching over in 2023 to their “Licentiate in Theology” programme
b) Church & Theology (part-time): In mid-1990’s to early 2000’s attended with wife, numerous Eastern Orthodox Services,
in Montreal (& Rawdon), at both St. Peter & St. Paul’s and St. Nicholas. Established theological friendship with Father Irénée
Rochon, who later became Bishop, and eventually the Orthodox Archbishop of Canada.
- In 2004-2008 attended and graduated from Education for Ministry (EFM) Programme (Church of Resurrection).
- In 2008, had a “Life-changing & Uplifting Spiritual Experience”: With wife, did a Pilgrimage (with Bishop Barry Clarke and
approx. 80 others) for a 12 day Tour of the Holy Land. Visited many Biblical sites (NT & OT), and walked in the same areas
where our Lord Jesus lived, preached, died and resurrected. Both he and his wife were “revitalized with the Holy Spirit”;
along with embedded memories of the sights & sounds of Biblical times, which previously they had only read about.
- 2015 - 2018, was a Choir Member, Church of the Resurrection, and later at All Saints (both in Dorval); plus Synod
Delegate (1 as Substitute; 1 as Delegate), Rev Sophie Rolland, Church of the Resurrection.
– During Summer 2016, completed his EFM “Mentor Certification” at McGill/Dio. Also during 2016-2018, was a Volunteer
& Lay Assistant at Veteran’s Hospital, Ste. Anne de Bellevue, alongside Rev. Stephen Petrie.
- In 2017, was accepted into post-graduate level (part-time) Credit Study Programme at Montreal Diocesan Theological
College. As of spring 2021, his 8 course semesters taken included: New Testament; Hebrew Bible; Christian Spirituality;
Liturgy in the Church; Social Justice; Preaching & Teaching Paul; Anglican Theology & History and Christian Theology for a
Global Church.
- Since March 2019 until now May 2022, (i.e. 102+ Weeks) have been one of a few All Saints “Zoom Prayer Leaders”, for
the 6 days a week (45 minute) online “Evening Prayer Services”. In addition, was also (usually every 4-6 weeks) either the
Sunday Service Zoom Celebrant, or Preacher. Plus, did same at certain “in-person” Church Zoom services, during
spring/summer 2021. As a result, wrote Lay Reader’s Newsletter Article (from EP experiences) on: “ZOOM” Experiences &
Outcomes – Notes for Liturgical Zoomers!
- In March 2022 had published in the Diocesan Newsletter a LR “Recruiting” article entitled: “Why might YOU want to
consider the Ministry of a Diocesan Lay Reader?”
- For June 2022, is publishing 2nd Newsletter LR “Recruiting” article, entitled “How you can REVIVE your spiritual journey
with God, your minister and your parishioners - all online!”
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REFLECTIONS (ON BECOMING VICE-PRESIDENT)
The weekend of the annual meeting this year I was in Riviere-du-Loup for a
family engagement. I thought I would join the meeting in the morning while
the rest of the family sorted themselves out in a normal random Saturday
sort of way when children are involved. But little did I know what had been
planned for me that would send me on a drive into the mountains of the
Temiscouata National Park.
Rob and I had talked before the annual meeting election and discussed
whether we would support each other as Vice-president if the other won the
election. For me there was no question that I would support him. We have
been working on a project for several months now that we hope will lead to a
revival of the role of lay readers in parish and diocesan ministry.
At the annual meeting Rob provided a summary of what we have done and why. He also explained
where we are going. Our plans to research with the clergy their thoughts through structured
meetings.
Using Revive as a medium to encourage non-lay readers and lay readers alike to become more
engaged in their own prayer life and grow their personal ministry and faith is a new direction for the
Lay Readers Association. Hopefully it will inspire other people to decide to grow further by becoming
Lay Readers. In the end we will all grow together.
Mostly, in the years to come, I hope we will enable all our brothers and sisters to be better
storytellers. To better explain why our faith and its scriptures matter and have relevance in our daily
lives; So we encourage other people to come with us and ask the questions that matter through study
and prayer.
Mark Weatherley

At All Saints by the Lake, we continue to meet from Monday to Friday for Morning Reflections. This
time lasts no more than half an hour from 7:30 till 8:00 a.m. Our pattern is the same every day and
we have a liturgy, mostly based on Morning Prayer, that changes each month with the psalms and
predetermined readings. This month we are reading Romans and Thessalonians. We finish with
prayer.
If you are interested in being present, please contact me at mark.weatherley@sympatico.ca so I
can send you this month's readings and liturgy. This is not a time of discussion but a morning
discipline of reading, prayer and reflection.
The link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84289208646?pwd=UXFtclhuN1BrOUFKcnBCZ0NpQ3Yxdz09

HYBRID STUDY DAY AND COMMISSIONING SERVICE 2022
NOVEMBER 19, 2022
Church of St. John the Baptist 233 Ste. Claire Road, Pointe Claire
Bus route on Cartier Avenue: #201, #211 (stops just before corner of Ste. Claire)
Drivers: Take Highway 20 to Cartier Avenue
On Cartier, turn left at Ste. Claire for two blocks; parking behind the church

Study Day Speaker – the Rev Professor Patricia Kirkpatrick
Chair of Old Testament Studies/Hebrew Bible Studies at McGill University
Topic - Who is my neighbour, and must I really come to know their scriptures?
The practice and theology of Interfaith Dialogue
Order of the day
8:30 Registration
9:00 Opening Worship
9:15 Welcome and Introductions
9:30 First session and small groups
10:30 REFRESHMENT BREAK
11:00 Second session and small groups
12:00 LUNCH
1:00 Third session and group work
3:00 Refreshments and robing for Evening Prayer
4:00 Evening Prayer and Commissioning
5:00 Bishop’s Reception for All, including family and friends
Registration for Study Day with the Rev Professor Patricia Kirkpatrick
Please complete and return by October 14,2022 to Patricia Halford
12 rue Somerset, Hudson, QC, J0P 1H0
(450 458 5974)
If payment is by E-transfer the registration form may be submitted by email to
patricia@patriciahalford.ca
I will be attending: In-person
fee $60 I include a cheque or an E-transfer for $60.00
By Zoom
fee $25
I include a cheque or an E-transfer for $25.00
Please make the cheque or transfer payable to the Lay Readers Association
(note the in-person fee includes lunch and snacks and workshop materials)
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:
Cheque enclosed:

Food allergies (if attending in-person)

